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What is the connection between To Chicago and Back and Bay Ganyo? You guessed 
wright! I mean – right (although Frank Lloyd Wright will also come in the picture 
later). So – the connection is ... the onion. 
 
Checagou, as the Indians used to call these lands abundant in wild leek, is pronounced 
as a French would pronounce it – like the first consonant sound of "chef" – and for 
good reason. The first European settlers to fight for these territories were French. (In 
the land of Bay Ganyo we also have our own word motivation: "Cheka go, cheka go – 
on ne doyde,” so enlightened me my good colleague Stella.) Today we have a lot of 
references to this intrinsic meaning. One of the best satirical media, headquartered in 
Chicago, is called The Onion. Laughing and crying, what we do when we also read of 
the mishaps of Aleko Konstantinov's characters. 
 
Fortunately, no bad luck 
for my brother and I, 
flying to the US for the 
first time, on a 
conveniently cheap and 
available date on the 
border between the first 
and second decades of 
September. Winters are 
very severe in Chicago, 
they warned me, with 
temperatures dropping to 
-20o C, feeling even less, 

in the “windy city.” This 
is due to the flat 
landscape, with the huge Lake Michigan (the fifth largest lake in the world – 494 km 
long by 190 km wide1) forming the east border of Chicago, and the straight streets 
rebuilt in the “grid system”, following the Great Fire of 1871.  

Chicago skyline, as viewed from Museum Campus 

 
From above, Chicago looks very green, 
with lots of parks, something which came 
as a nice surprise against my expectation 
for a city of concrete and skyscrapers. The 
latter are quite impressive, though. The 
Willis Tower, formerly known as The 
Sears Tower, boasts 110 storeys, and was 
until recently the tallest building in the 
world. Higher buildings are gathered in 
the “loop” area, or the historical center, 

where “the L” – Chicago’s elevated train – makes a loop, when viewed on a map. Due 
to Chicago being spread along a wide territory, the streets do not seem crowded, and 

View from The John Hancock Building 

                                                 
1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Michigan 



the nearly 3 million inhabitants do not cram anywhere, which is also pleasant to note 
bearing in mind this is the third largest city in the US (following New York and LA). 
Lots of nationalities can be seen, some of them grouped in quarters. There is a big 
Bulgarian “community” there, and the largest Polish community outside Poland. The 
inverted commas account for the fact that Bulgarians abroad do not feel like a 
community per se. They tend to integrate. While a Greek would talk to their children 
in Greek, possibly marry another Greek, not necessarily in this order, a Bulgarian 
would even name their child in a manner sounding good in English, would not meet 
other Bulgarians for socialising, or visit Bulgarian restaurants (which there are: say, 
“Plovdiv”). It may be a matter of evading the burden of being bothered to help new 
immigrants, or simply a shame of coming from a poorer and smaller country. Either 
way, America is a country of diversity and no one would bear any grudge against you 
for where you come from. Almost everyone is “from somewhere.” This creates a 
strange feeling of fellowship, as if you are ship-wrecked on an island and make 
friends with fellow survivors helping each other against a common uncertainty. We 
met a Greek on the street and he 
talked to us, and he had an attitude 
as if we had known each other for 
ages, giving friendly advice about 
what to visit, sharing his experience 
of coming to Chicago. There was 
no distance between us. Another 
thing – work for a year in Chicago, 
and you are a Chicagoan. To be able 
to say you are from Munich, your 
grandfather must be born in 
Munich. This said, in terms of “a 
feel” to it, Chicago is the most “European feel” city in the US. The grandeur is there, 
but the overall atmosphere is like a “light landing” for someone flying from Europe. 
French type of cafes on the street are not so common in other US cities, as an 
example. Speaking of coffee – Americans like it in quantities. The “small” coffee is 
250 ml. And they also have medium and large. In Starbucks they had lots of varieties, 
including a season’s special – with pumpkin syrup. If you are a traditional, in most 
places they will also offer you the Italian type, but you have to explicitly order it as 
“espresso”, not “coffee.”  

Cloud Gate (aka The Shiny Bean), Millennium Park 

 
Americans drink their coffee on their way to work, in their cars, possibly with a 
sandwich. Time while on the way should be put to use. And with such distances, it 
really takes time to go around, or simply commute to and from work. I was 
predisposed to see large cars and pick-up trucks sucking gallons of fuel and growling 
respectfully along Lake Shore Drive. Instead I noticed a growing awareness for fuel 
efficiency and lots of small (for US standards) cars, mostly Japanese, some German, 
and no French. Cycling is not popular in Chicago. Not as popular as in Germany, for 
example. Many reasons for that. Firstly, as mentioned earlier, the distances are larger, 
secondly the temperatures in summer and winter can make this a not-so-pleasant 
experience, and thirdly (to my surprise) – bikes are often stolen, when left on the 
streets. I became funnily aware of that noticing bikes, locked with chains as thick as 
my wrist (no, I have a normal wrist – I even play tennis), with their seats taken by 
their owners (hopefully), or with the front tyre detached and chained in the back, 



together with the back tire. “And don’t chain them to street signs,” Luke warned us. 
“They get bent, and the top plate unscrewed.”  
 

Nevertheless, there are cycling lanes in 
the parks, along with lots of other sports 
facilities. And they are actively used. 
Many of them are free. Even swimming 
pools and tennis courts. One may link 
this to fighting obesity, related to fast 
food consumption, exposure to 
genetically modified food, a lower-than-
healthy attention to feeding “the right 
way” (if there is such a thing).  
 
There are many exotic (for us) 

restaurants. We were taken to an Ethiopian and a Cuban one. A thing to bear in mind 
is that prices are listed excluding VAT (10%) and service is usually 20%. To see the 
true American way, however, one should visit a place for brunch with Montana 
omelette and granola pancakes (about 1 cm thick) with maple syrup, or one for cult 
hot dogs. “You really godda bee committed to the sausage, to stand that 20 m line,” 
said a man next to us. That is, if you want to have a real taste of Chicago. 

Hot Doug's 

 
For a real tour of Chicago, the first thing we did was go to the Chicago Tourist 
Information Centre, near the Water Tower – the only building surviving the Great 
Fire. Apart from acquainting ourselves with the various tours possible – including 
gourmet tours for stomach relish exploration, neighbourhood tours for different 
cultural experiences, audio tours, gallery tours, architectural tours, Segway tours, we 
also got information on the free days of museums and cultural events for the week, 

and arranged our plans accordingly. 
Weekly transit cards are available and 
make you mobile at an agreeable price. 
Once out, with the street maps and plans in 
hand, we entered The John Hancock 
Building just opposite. It is the second 
tallest in Chicago, and has a lovely 
Signature Lounge on the top 96th floor 
from which you can enjoy a bird’s eye 
view over Chicago and Lake Michigan. 

Something they would charge 20 bucks in 
The Willis Tower. At the bottom of The 

Hancock Building is a Best Buy store. And the name says it all – concerning 
electronics. If you are on the lookout for clothes or other articles sold in malls, a place 
with good sales is Marshalls, also a few blocks away. A more up-scale shopper is to 
visit the Magnificent Mile – the Vitoshka of Chicago, being a section of North 
Michigan Avenue with high-end shops and malls. After all – America is about 

shopping, and you will not be let down. 

The Magnificent Mile  

 
From the materialistic to the spiritual 
now. Technically just outside Chicago (in 

Bahá'í House of Worship, Wilmette, Illinois



Wilmette) but in practice accessible by “the L” is one of the eight Bahá'í Houses of 
Worship in the world. The others are in Australia, Germany, India, Panama, Samoa, 
Turkmenistan (destroyed), Uganda. Characteristic of the Bahá'í is they unite all 
religions of the world. Their Houses of Worship, as the name suggests, are used for 
prayer and reading of scripture texts but not for sermons.  

e another. 

 
Unity (this time with roots in the Christian 
faith) is also sought by the Unitarian 
Universalist congregation, one of their 
temples being the Unity Temple, designed 
by the renowned architect Frank Lloyd 
Wright. Many of the houses he designed, 
including the one he lived in, are located 
in Oak Park and it makes a good private 
tour to follow the map of his houses 
located in proximity to on
 
Other famous people associated with 

Chicago are presidents Abraham Lincoln, Barack Obama, singer Anastacia, actor 
Robin Williams, screenwriter Michael Crichton and many others. 

The Frank Lloyd Wright Home and Studio 

 
Having exhausted your planned exploration spheres in Chicago, peeling layer after 
layer, while in this part of the bulb, you may visit the Niagara Falls and New York. 
But even if you do not, you may still remain satisfied with just Chicago on your trip 
schedule. It gives a good feel of America, with the variety of ethnicities, modern 
architecture and street planning, natural phenomena as the Lake Michigan, and human 
achievments like the first ferris wheel and mail order, turning a land of wild leek into 
a modern place to live, work, do sport and enjoy cultural life. 

http://www.abrahamlincolnsclassroom.org/Library/newsletter.asp?ID=60&CRLI=140
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_people_from_Chicago

